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The Vinal Voice 
 

Calendar 
 
12/2 Trimester ends  
12/2 Student Government mtg, 8am  
12/11 Report cards available in Aspen  

From the Principal:
As you are aware, Norwell Public Schools implemented a 
COVID-19 pass system at the start of this school year. This 
pass system is intended to act as a daily reminder to not 
enter a school building if you have COVID-like symptoms, 
have been a close contact with someone testing positive for 
COVID-19, (a close contact is defined as only those who have 
been within 6 feet of distance of the individual for at least 15 
minutes while the person was infectious), or if you have not 
been in compliance with the State of Massachusetts Travel 
Ordinance. The Norwell Public Schools priority is the safe and 
continued education of the students of Norwell.

You will receive a notification if we do not receive 
confirmation that your child’s attestation form was 
completed. We do this to help ensure the continued health 
and safety of the school system.

Parents and students should use full names, i.e. Patrick, not 
Pat, to effectively utilize our database and contact individuals 
when necessary.

If you experience technology issues with Google Meets, Schoology or a borrowed device, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org

Reminders from Nurse Kristen:  
Please remember that I need 
documentation of all students’ flu shots 
(even remote) by 12/23/20 as they are 
required when we return from Winter 
break. 

Anticipated Internet Outages  
Comcast will be at both Vinal and Cole on 

Wednesday upgrading our internet services.  
Outages at Vinal are anticipated to last for 

approximately one hour and occur between 
11:30pm - 1:30pm.  Teachers are planning 

accordingly and your chil(ren)’s Wednesday 
schedule may be adjusted to accommodate.

A Message from Mr. Tinker: 
The occasional situation has come up on our remote Wednesdays that Schoology seems to be running less than optimally. The 
tricky part comes when we try to figure out if it’s a problem with the device on which we’re working, or a systemic problem with 
Schoology.  My hope is that we can use the simple troubleshooting steps below to help. If Schoology seems to be down,  

1.  Don’t panic.  Most of our experiences with Schoology being down have been brief and resolve quickly.  Teachers are 
probably experiencing the same and will be patient.


2. Completely shut down and restart your device.  As simple as this is, it’s a great first step to determine if it’s a problem 
with the device versus a problem with the website.


3. Check to see if other websites are working on your device.  If no other websites work, it’s likely that it’s a problem with 
either the wifi source or the device itself.  If other websites work and Schoology does not, it’s likely that it’s a problem on 
their side.  


4. Check with a friend to see if it’s down for them too.  If it is down for them also, it’s likely a problem with the website.

5. Wait five to ten minutes and give it another try.

6. Check your (parent) email for any messages from buildings or from the Central Office.  There may be a message from 

your child’s teacher with next steps also. 

7. If Schoology is still down after 30 minutes, please reach out to me by email.  michael.tinker@norwellschools.org
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Second Graders did an outstanding job with their Animal Research Projects. Students researched 
and reported on animal habitats and what each animal needs to survive in their native 

environment.
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Vinal PTO News

The Celebration Book Program 
allows you to help keep the Vinal 

School Library current and celebrate 
a special day in your child’s life.  Books 

are typically donated for birthdays, 
new siblings, memory of a loved one 

or a special family occasion. 

Learn more at the Celebration Book 
Order Form or contact Lauren McNeil 

at lamcneil14@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

PTO Annual Appeal 
Please remember to donate to the annual appeal. You can send a check into school with your child or 

donate here: DONATE

Sending holiday cards? 

Minted Fundraising Program - www.minted.com 

You save 20% 
Vinal PTO receives 15% 

Use code FUNDRAISEWGVES to support William 
Gould Vinal Elementary School 

Easy Ways to Support the Vinal PTO in a few minutes!

If you are not already signed up for Stop&Shop A+ Rewards Program or Amazon Smiles please take a few

minutes and sign up! As we shop more during the holidays, these rewards really add up for the school!


STOP & SHOP A+ SCHOOL REWARDS PROGRAMS
If you shop at Stop&Shop, click on ‘savings and rewards’ at www.stopandshop.com to register your rewards card. 
Simply select Vinal School as your school of choice in the A+ Rewards to earn cash for Vinal. If you have registered 
your card in the past, re-registration is not necessary. Note: Enrolling your card in the A+ program does not impact 
gas points or any other rewards programs. 

AMAZONSMILE
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice when you 
shop at smile.amazon.com. To sign up, go to https://smile.amazon.com, login with your normal amazon account and 
designate Vinal School as your charity of choice. Your account info and features stay the same and there are no 
costs to join this program. The trick is that once you have signed up, instead of starting your online shopping 
at amazon.com, go to smile.amazon.com.

Attention 5th Grade Parents: We are looking for volunteers for the 5th Grade Book Bee to assist as scorekeepers, 
spotters and timers!   The first round will be held virtually during library specials times on the following days/times: 

Tuesday, Dec. 8:  
11:00-11:30 - Mrs. Fitzgerald/Ms. Peckham's afternoon cohort | 2:45- 3:15 - Mrs. Fitzgerald's/Ms. Peckham's morning 
cohort 

Thursday, Dec. 10: 
11:00-11:30 -Mrs. Abbott/Mrs. Story's afternoon cohort | 2:45-3:15- Mrs. Abbott/Mrs. Story's morning cohort 
 
There will be two more rounds, one in the winter and one in the spring, with dates/times TBD. Please email Shana 
Hallman at shana.hallman@yahoo.com if you have any questions or would like to volunteer! 
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Norwell Education Foundation 
PO Box 711 • Norwell, MA 02061

www.norwelledfound.org • info@norwelledfound.org

The Norwell Education Foundation (NEF) wants to know about the ROCKSTARS in your life! Is there a teacher, 
administrator, nurse, secretary, custodian, or other school-based staff member that makes a meaningful difference 
in the life of your child?  With the ROCKSTAR program, parents and other community members can make a 
donation to the NEF on behalf of the staff member they would like to recognize and thank. A ROCKSTAR 
recognition letter with your personal message and a balloon bouquet will be hand-delivered to the ROCKSTAR 
educator by a member of the Norwell Education Foundation.

Your donation will directly impact students in the Norwell Public Schools by funding teacher-written grants that pilot 
new technologies and diversified learning environments. Some Recently funded grants include licenses for Kahoot 
and Padlet, online learning platforms that support remote learning; digital cameras, which can project what the 
teacher is seeing and doing in a remote-learning format; and DigiBlocks, which are math manipulatives that help 
elementary students understand the Base 10 Number System.  With your support of the ROCKSTAR program, you 
can not only recognize an amazing teacher in your own student’s life, but help to foster academic excellence for all 
Norwell students. 

To recognize and donate, please click on the link above or visit our new website at www.norwelledfound.org.  

Norwell Recreation is continuing to provide safe, educational and 
creative programs for all ages in the Norwell community and 
beyond.  Many programs are open to non-residents, so spread the 
word.  Whether you like science or arts, there are programs for your 
children to join in on.  There will be no “afterschool” programs on 

the school sites, but we do have some at the town office building, as 
well as many new programs online. 
 
Please check out our brochure that was recently sent (bright blue) or go onto the Norwell 
Recreation website and take a look.  Registrations begin online Dec 9 at 10am and walkins/
mailins available starting Dec 16, provided there are openings in programs you want.  
Happy Holidays to you all and please stay safe.  Don’t Hes-i-tate to REC-reate with Norwell 
Recreation 

http://www.norwelledfound.org
mailto:info@norwelledfound.org
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar
http://www.norwelledfound.org
http://www.norwelledfound.org
mailto:info@norwelledfound.org
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar
https://www.norwelledfound.org/rockstar
http://www.norwelledfound.org
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department
https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-department


NATHAN THORSTEINSON, PRINCIPAL NOVEMBER 30, 2020


